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“KERNELS OF OUR FUTURE”

fostering Leaders by empowering young people
An original International educational program for teenagers


LATER ON COMMENTS
more at www.kernels.org.gr
Alumnus ’08 (Russia) 
The program was wonderful. I really liked the simulation games and enjoyed the lectures. Most of all I liked Economics and Civil Rights. I understood more about cooperation between international organizations during the lecture about international institutions. "Kernels of our future" also gave me an opportunity to make friends with people all around the world, to understand how to behave and act in different situations. The Leadership in Practice gave me a chance to use the skills that I got from the lectures and simulation games in the society. Simulation on NATO was really a wonderful creation of the program, but as for me, it will be nice if there are some more simulations (for example, UN, UNESCO etc.). The idea with country presentations was also excellent. I've learnt more about countries that were represented in the program.

Meetings with the assistant of Prime-Minister of Greece, Minister of Foreign Affairs and Minister of Education and visits of the Town Hall, Parliament and Ministry of Education made me understand how the government of Greece is working. The program also gave me inexpressible emotions while we were walking in Athens and Heraklion, visiting places of interest, such as Knossos palace, Akropolis, Old University of Athens. The National Radio-Television Company impressed me as well. I recognized how radio and television work.

Thank you very much for everything. Hope to see you next year.

Alumna  ’08 (Palestine) 
“To begin with, Aliki I miss you so so much and I miss the whole atmosphere of the kernels and Crete. 

I am sending you this email to inform you with many things. First of all I wanted to let you know that I am sad because I will not be able to apply for the kernels this summer because I will be attending a summer school at Yale University at the same dates of the camp. In order to fill out the application form for this summer school, you are requested to write an essay about an experience which made you who you are. Of course, the Kernels was the first to walk in my mind. As soon as I started writing about this experience I could not stop due to the lessons I learned, the wonderful people I met, the amazing experience I lived and finally the most careful family which believed the most in me. Therefore, I decided to send you the essay I wrote in an attachment as very little way to say big THANK YOU. …

Alumnus ’07 (U.S.A.) 
I think about you often and I am very grateful for you and all you have done to help create peace and understanding in the world. Kernels has been the most memorable events of my life.
I have given some presentations about Kernels to my high school but I will still try to recruit more. Someday I will come back to Crete. I've done a pretty good job seeing alumni - I've seen in person, Laura Florescu, Kinga, Csilla, Anna, Atilla H, Rado, Geri, Alex, and Nicky. I hope to see more in the future!
Thank you again for doing such a great job and having such a wonderful program.
*



*

This essay has been submitted for admission to Yale University by an alumna ’08 from Palestine of the “Kernels of Our Future” program. The student has been admitted.

Breeze that lasts …..

A year had already passed; I, however, still could smell the breeze of Greece. …… It was one camp, three weeks, twenty five nights, seven professors, eleven countries and twenty eight participants. It was the (Kernels of Our Future), an international educational leadership program which aimed at fostering leadership by educating the successor generation. My participation in this camp helped me be who I am, and it will stay with me as I mature. The whole experience was a gift filled with life lessons that would have taken me a life time to learn. 

 Although this camp took place on Greek lands, I felt that I was a member of a big family, whose overall spirit is based on respect and love. The whole environment embraced the uniqueness of the individual and brought us together in spite of all the differences among us.  So far, my participation in the Kernels made me aware of the inner side of me; a self-searching journey. With every simulation game, lecture, and discussion, I became more aware of my duties as a member of a family, society and the world. In a way, the challenge helped me realize my calling in life. 

As the first young woman from an Arab descent to participate in this camp, I was inspired by the founder and director of this program (Aliki). I admired how she encouraged everyone to speak up his/her mind. Aliki had her own way; she was a very strong and intelligent lady who believed in each one of us. I can still remember the glow in her eyes whenever she looked me in the eyes. I could read her spirit saying “Yes, you can do it. I believe you can do it.” From that moment on, the wall I call (fear), that for long held back my voice, had dissipated. 

During the camp, I met so many great people with great believes and potentials. My roommate, Hanna, was from Colorado. She had all this positive energy inside of her. She taught me how important it is to be an optimist. The smile she always had on her face is what made her so remarkable. Life could be good after all.

The camp helped me acquire a large number of skills and attitudes including public speaking, dialogue, self confidence, respect of difference, listening and debating. Now, I utilize all of these skills in my student work and other aspects of my life.

The experience was not only about skills. The overall spirit of the camp was based on respect and friendship. Although each one of us has a different perspective, identity and religion we all aimed for the real meaning of leadership; we all believed in change and we all hoped for a better world.

Ever since coming back home, I have been raising funds and organizing activities to enable other less privileged students from marginal areas to attend this camp. I became more active in my school and community. I now aspire to be the journalist who will help in overcoming stereotypes, will promote understanding and peace among people and who will enjoy being a lively spirited human being. This experience was beyond lectures and simulations; it was about the core of our humanity, our self-respect that enables us to become more modest and humanist.

Now, whenever I recall the memories we lived and the moments we shared, a smile forms on my face and a breeze of fresh air flows into my mind and heart.

